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of the mountains, passes into an intermediate condition^
between snow and pure ice, and ends by forming those great
expanses of congealed water which are called glaciers. During
the hot seasons the glaciers melt by degrees; the water
resulting from this melting process, flows down the slopes of
the mountains into the valleys, and gives rise to springs,
rivers, and streams. These streams and rivers run into the
ocean, from which they are again evaporated by the action of
solar heat, and reconstitute clouds and invisible vapour.

Thus is established and maintained that incessant circula-
tion of the waters which lie on the surface of the earth, their
continual exchange with the aerial masses, whose effect is to
water the globe, a phenomenon necessary to the exercise of
the functions of organized beings.

The regular currents which furrow the waters of the ocean
ure also the result of the action of solar heat. Prom the
poles to the equator the waters of the sea are unequally
heated, and this absence of equilibrium in the temperature of
the sea occasions a regular furrow, or line from the poles to
the equator, resulting from the displacement of the waters,
the cold waves rushing in to replace the hot. The unequal
evaporation caused by the unequal distribution of heat at the
equator and the poles, concurs to produce a similar result, by
augmenting the degree of saltness at the equator, without
augmenting.it at the poles, occasioning a certain difference
in density, and finally displacement for want of equilibrium.
The currents of the sea are thus entirely produced by tho
action of the sun.